Much
has been written about osteochondritis dissecans since it was first described by Paget in 1 870, but its cause and treatment remain controversial. Reports on its natural history are sometimes confused by the inclusion of patients with epiphysea! dysplasia (Caffey et a! 1958) and acute osteochondral fractures (Aichroth 1971 (Aichroth , 1977 , but the patients we have studied a!! had 'classical' osteochondritis dissecans of the type described by K#{246}nig (1887), Green and Banks (1953) and Linden (1976 
